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[Preamble

The challenge of global sustainability …

The international programs and goals: Millennium Declaration, MDGs, Rio+20, SDGs, ... 

The importance of global sustainability research as a basis for evidence and knowledge-based decision making  …

EO as a basis for research …

GEO and GEOSS's contribution

The workshop ...]  

Realizing that ... [this is where sense of urgency should be expressed]

· [Within the context of the MDGs, humanity is challenged by food and water security, poverty, inequality…to be completed]
· 
· Humanity is the dominating factor in the increasingly changing Earth system, shaping the Earth's surface, changing the chemistry of atmosphere, ocean, and soils, reducing biodiversity, and modifying mass cycles,   
· the impact of humanity of the planet is rapidly increasing;
· new city for 1 million people needed every 10 days
· 
Recognizing that ... [this is the response to the above-stated sense of urgency]

· the global community has agreed on need for sustainable development, poverty eradication, …. (examples to support),

· Earth observations are crucial for the research needed to understand the requirements of global social, economic and environmental sustainability,

· has set itself goals that would improve the wellbeing of many (MDGs, SDGs, Global Goals, etc),

· major research effort are underway to provide the knowledge required for decision making that would bring humanity closer to sustainability [role of research groups and  scientific organizations];

· frameworks such as UNCCD, CBD, UNFCCC, etc, have been established by the UN;

· the governments of the member countries of GEO have agree to work towards coordinated Earth observations systems [role of governments]


· 
· 
We, the participants of the 2nd GEOSS Science and Technology Stakeholder Workshop “...” state  the need to ... [call for action]

Call on science and technology sector to:

· within a global partnership, recognize the synergies and complementarities between the different parties, and seek to maximize these whilst avoiding overlaps

· undertake research regarding a range of globally consistent human development data, with contributions by EO to those data streams
Call on world governments, in particular GEO Members,  to:
· Invest in research and technological development in support of SBAs, MDGs, SDGs, Future Earth, 
· Reinforce data sharing; access to publicly funded data should be free, open and unrestricted. 
· Work towards making date interoperable, and adhere to globally recognized open standards.
· Expand GEO’s remit to include socio-economic data and participation of specialists in these areas
· Stronger interactions and partnerships between developed and developing nations

· Invest in capacity building, education and training.
· Build on and promote knowledge base and lessons learned
· Outreach and communication, in particular to citizens
· 


· 
· 
· 
